
The fall semester has been another great one for  
St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Student Ministries. All of the 
students come to serve and work toward growing closer 
in God’s love through the many organizations and  
opportunities the student center offers. 

Through Mass, Raider Awakening, social events,  
community service, or simply being at the student 
center, we have witnessed so much growth among our 
fellow students. 

As interns, we are humbled to see how each  
organization functions and ministers each day. God’s 
grace flows through the buildings here and the love and 
support we see on a daily basis from the community is 
truly inspiring. 

We are beyond blessed and so thankful for the support 
we have from St. Elizabeth’s parishioners, the  
Dominican Priests, our campus minister, the new  
coordinator of fund-raising, parents, and alumni.  
Without them, our journey to strengthen our relationship 
with Christ would not be the same. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support!

In Him,

Megan Ketterer 
Keegan Langford 
Hector Lopez  
CSC Interns

Live out 
Shout Out From the Interns

"Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather 
in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself as 
an example of those who believe."
 -- 1 Timothy 4:12

St. Elizabeth’s
Catholic Student Center

Words From Our Pastor
As I write these few lines, I am aware that we are in 
the middle of the Advent Season in which we await 
the Birth of our Savior.  It is a time of expectant joy 
and anticipation. The Universal Norms on the  
Liturgical Calendar Year and the General Roman  
Calendar calls it a time of “devout and expectant  
delight”. 

We also find ourselves at the beginning of the Year 
of Faith – a time to focus on our own journey in our 
faith.  Each one of us will have an opportunity to 
deepen our faith through retreats, missions,  
conferences, days of prayer, etc. that might be offered 
at individual parishes, but certainly at diocesan levels.

 I would encourage you to take part in some of these 
opportunities to further spiritual growth.

May the blessings of the new born Christ child be with 
you throughout this Holy Season and in the coming 
New Year.

Fr. Emiliano Zapata
St. Elizabeth’s Pastor



Words from Our Chaplain
Dear Texas Tech Students, Parents, Alumni, and Friends

A voice of one crying out in the desert:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.
Every valley shall be filled
and every mountain and hill shall be made low.
The winding roads shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”
--Isaiah 40:3-6

The second Sunday of Advent, the Prophet Isaiah as well as John the Baptist invite us to prepare the way of the 
Lord. How can we do this preparation? The prophets and the saints teach that this preparation is constant and 
that there are three concrete ways in which this preparation makes itself concrete and real. First, preparation 
takes place through personal conversion based on a profound friendship with our Lord Jesus Christ. This  
friendship is nurtured by the Word of God prayed, studied, lived, and proclaimed in community. Second,  
preparation develops through collaboration in the work of God in the different ministries and services that we 
as a community provide to everyone and especially to those in need. Third, preparation expresses itself in our 
testimony that becomes concrete in our everyday relationships. The way we treat each other with respect, trust, 
and love is the most powerful witnessing of who we are.

This preparation of the way of the Lord takes place here on campus thanks to the generosity of our students. 
They are the one who prepare the way for many other students that sometimes live in the desert of their own 
lives. Our Catholic students prepare the way with the support of St. Elizabeth’s staff, parishioners, and each one 
of our benefactors. We thank you all for helping us to prepare the way of the Lord and may he himself bless you 
with abundance during this upcoming New Year.

Fr. Jorge A. Rátiva Ochoa, OP
Campus Ministry Chaplain



The Diocesan Youth Retreat Team is one of the 
many ministries that comes from the Catholic 
Student Center. Our goal is to spread God’s 
love by ministering to junior and high school 
students. We design and staff retreats made for 
junior high and high school students within the 
Diocese of Lubbock.

 

DYRT membership has grown immensely 
over the past few years. Everyone is such a 
blessing and is a great asset to the community 
here at St. Elizabeth’s. In our retreats, DYRT 
members help with skits, give talks, lead small 
faith group discussions and make an impact on 
the lives of many junior high and high school 
students throughout the semester. The attitude 
of the people involved here is contagious. 

Our first retreat was a one-day retreat in  
October at Our Lady of Guadeloupe Parish 
in Lubbock. The retreat was held for a large 
group consisting of high school students in 
pre-confirmation and confirmation classes. We 

truly enjoyed going to St. Joseph’s to spread 
God’s word. The retreat was a success and was 
enjoyed by all of the retreaters and staffers. 

In  November, the DYRT team travelled to St. 
Williams parish in Denver City to lead a retreat 
for more than 40 junior high and high school 
students. The retreaters present were a joy to 
meet and minister to. We have travelled to 
Denver City a number of times and each time 
it just gets better. We are always grateful for 
the hospitality that host parishes show us. The 
willingness of college students to give up a 
weekend for God is incredible. 

We have been blessed meeting new DYRT 
members, continuing to strengthen  
relationships with returning members, and 
sharing the will of God with junior high and 
high school students. We truly appreciate your 
prayers and support. We are thrilled to continue 
putting on retreats during the spring semester. 

Alejandro Briseño 
DYRT Director

 

DYRT



Knight of Columbus Council #14426
The Knights Council 14426 are extremely pleased with how 
this semester has turned out for our council. We hit the ground 
running and then held our big event of the year, the 6th Annual 
Family Chili Cook-off.  This turned out to be the biggest chili 
cook-off to date, and allowed us the opportunity to share fun 
and fellowship with the greater St. Elizabeth’s community. 

From there the Knights 
hosted several dances, 
including our wildly 
successful Halloween 
dance. We also invited 
our fellow students to 
come out and show their 
school spirit and cheer on 
the Red Raiders during 
our tailgates in the dirt 
lot.  Our council also had 
the unique opportunity 

to host several 1st degree ceremonies for the newest brother 
Knights.

Council 14426 also had the privilege to head several service 
projects that benefited our church community and the Diocese 
of Lubbock as a whole. 

We started off our semester with a service project to rebuild 
the student center fence. Our brother knights came out in force 
and we got the job done together. Next, we took on the project 
of constructing a new flowerbed for the church--it turned out 
great! In addition, we hosted a shoe drive to benefit Catholic 
Charities and filled two large containers with shoes!  We  
especially appreciate how our success here is due to the 
generosity of the community.  

Lastly, Council 14426 
is pleased to announce 
that we have met all 
of our charitable goals 
for the coming year, 
including donations to 
the Special Olympics, 
seminarians,  
wheelchairs for the 
disabled, and many 
more.  Our Day of  
Service is already 
shaping up to be a 
huge benefit for the 

parish community.  There truly is nothing like given back to 
the community with the sweat of one’s brow.

Our council finished up the year with our Winter Formal, 
which we anticipate was another resounding success. The 
Knights are looking forward to the coming year as another  
opportunity to serve our community and our church.
We already have several events planned, such as a Ski Trip, 
Whitewater Rafting, and our famous Barn Dance.  We will 
also be starting a Theology On Tap program this Spring.  This 
truly has been a fantastic year for our council.  

We would like to thank everyone in the community who has 
supported us; especially our alumni members Andy Hefferly 
and Robert Cavazos, for their continued support of Council 
14426.

Regards,
Michael Harper
Recorder
And all my Brother Knights 



 
Catholic Student Association

This semester, the Catholic Student Association has 
strived to become bigger and better than ever before. 

We kicked off the year with Welcome Week. We 
held a week of events to welcome new students to the 

community and 
welcome back 
our returning 
students. Some 
of our events 
included Game 
Night on  
Campus,  
Catholic  

Question and Answer with Texas Tech Faculty and a 
Back-to-School Dance.

This year we hosted TGIFs (Thank God It’s Friday!). 
We had a great time navigating through the Corn 
Maize together, teaming up with the Knights of  
Columbus for a Dodgeball tournament and hosting 
our annual Christmas Party after the Carol of Lights 
on Campus. TGIFs are a great opportunity for  
fellowship with fellow Catholic students as well as 
letting loose after another week of classes.

Our weekly events have been going strong as well. 
Dinner and a Rosary is a great chance for us to  
engage in community prayer as well as enjoy a  
home-cooked meal. Mass on Campus every  
Wednesday allows students to escape the chaos of the 
school day and encounter Jesus on campus. 

Every Thursday night helps us start the weekend right with 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, praise & worship at 
The Rock and confession available to everyone.

CSA also had a great time working the Trick-or-Treat Alley 
at the Christ the King School Fall Festival.
We decorated a wing of their school as a neighborhood and 
let little kids come trick-or-treat in a safe  
environment.

In response to Pope Benedict XVI’s call of the Year of 
Faith, CSA decided to start a co-ed Catechism study to 
learn more about our 
beautiful faith. We 
started the Exploring 
YouCat series from 
the Newman  
Connection. The 
series works through 
the Youth Catechism 
of the Catholic 
Church. Pope 
 Benedict XVI said, 
“Study this Catechism with passion and  
perseverance. Make a sacrifice of your time for it! Study it 
in the quiet of your room; read it with a friend; form study 
groups and networks; share with each other on the Internet. 
By all means continue to talk with each other about your 
faith.”
 
CSA is already gearing up for next semester to spread the 
Gospel around the Texas Tech campus. It has been great 
welcoming so many new members into our community.

I’ve been humbled to serve these students and incredibly 
humbled to work alongside such amazing officers! It’s truly 
been a blessing. We appreciate any prayers of support and 
will be praying for all of you and your families!

Alyssa Botello
CSA President



CHI RHO

The fall semester was another successful and 
exciting semester for Chi Rho. Many fun events 
took place throughout the semester that helped 
all of our members grow closer with one other 
and with Christ. In October, Chi Rho pinned 
nine new pledges.

Chi Rho held 
its annual 
Barn Dance 
in Hanly Hall. 
With a  
dinner cooked 
by the 76th 
and current 
Pledge Class, 
the Active 
Chapter  
welcomed 
alumni from as 

far back as the 52nd Pledge Class back to Lub-
bock and Texas Tech, the night before the Texas 
game. Feasting on a meal consisting of burgers 
and hot dogs, Barn Dance provided a great way 
for the current chapter to meet older alumni, as 
well as catch up with some of the more recent 
graduates who were XP members. 

A Chi Rho favorite, Barn Dance is always held 
during the Fall Semester. With the new pledge 
class being initiated the first weekend in  
December, it is safe to say that this semster has 
been on of the best semesters in recent memory 
for Chi Rho, and Barn Dance 2012 was one of 
many highlights the last few months had to offer. 

Meagan Garcia 
Vice President 



Raider Awakening #47
This fall, Raider Awakening was proud to host its 
47th retreat at St. Michael’s parish in Levelland, 
Texas.  After seven months of planning, 
preparation and prayer, Raider Awakening 47, “A 
Hope to Live For”, was host to 225 students as we 
gathered for a weekend to glorify in the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit.  

During this weekend, the retreaters and  
staffers enjoyed small group time, fun activities, 
and a multitude of other events to help bring us all 
closer to Christ. Raider Awakening 47 was a huge 
success and a major blessing in all of our lives.
 
The Raider Awakening community has been 
overtly blessed by the devout commitment of 
prayer by its members and the members of the 
community as a whole every semester.  The 
Raider Awakening community has also continued 
to grow into something much more than just a 
retreat that occurs one weekend, once a semester. 
We have continued to grow as brothers and sisters 
in our abilities to raise one another up when we 
feel alone, to reach out and guide others to join 
this community, and to expand and strengthen the 
Holy Spirit that binds all of us together through 
friendship, fellowship, and holiness.  

 
 

Personally, it is an experience and a part of my life 
that I will never forget and will always cherish.  
We look forward to doing it all over again as we 
begin preparation for Raider Awakening 48  
Renewed by Salvation, which will occur on  
February 22 – 24, 2013. 

Tommy Bossaller 
Rector - Raider Awakening 47
“A Hope to Live For”
Isaiah 40:29,31



Women Of Faith

After much prayer and planning last year, Women 
of Faith decided to change the focus of our  
organization this semester. We wanted to  
facilitate spiritual growth among the college 
women at St. Elizabeth’s as well as provide them 

with a  
faith-based 
sisterhood they 
could grow 
and bond in. 
We decided to  
focus our  
organization 
on faith  
development.   
These changes 
allowed our 

women’s ministry to focus on deepening our  
relationship with God through small faith groups 
and bible study.

Our theme for this year’s Women of Faith came 
from a quote by St. Augustine. “Since love grows 
within you, so beauty grows. For love is the  
beauty of the soul.” God created us all in His 
beautiful image. His love dwells within us and 
when we embrace that love and strive for His holi-
ness we are able to grow and flourish in Him. We 
wanted all of the young women in Catholic Stu-
dent Ministries to view themselves and others with 
the love and beauty that Christ views them. This 
theme was perfect for helping all of us to open our 
hearts to the word of God and His plan for us. 

Our bible study this fall covered the Gospel of 
Luke.  We believed this gospel was an  
appropriate place to start because it is important 
to understand the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  We felt specifically drawn to the 
gospel of Luke because of his overall theme of 
universal salvation and his unparalleled depiction 

of women and their importance in Christ’s life story.  We 
were excited to use the St. Ignatius Catholic study bible to 
facilitate our conversations and study questions throughout 
the semester. Having successfully studied this gospel, we 
should now be prepared for this new liturgical year! 

We also introduced small faith groups this semester. These 
groups were created with the intention to reach women on a 
more personal level and provide an opportunity for deeper 
faith development.  Each of these groups was named after a 
different fruit of the Spirit and was led by a member of the 
Women of Faith leadership team. The fruits we chose are; 
faithfulness, kindness, joy, and peace.  The women were 
challenged to truly understand these fruits and apply them to 
their daily lives.

We have been blessed to see so much growth through our 
organization this year. With our new structure we have been 
able to truly place Christ at the center of our ministry and 
reach out to more women than ever before.  We look for-
ward to beginning 
the Acts of the  
Apostles in our 
bible study this 
spring as well 
as continuing 
our small faith 
groups. We ask 
that you would 
pray for the 
beautiful women 
involved in our ministry and that we may continue to pro-
vide an  
environment rooted in prayer and God’s love. 

With His eternal love,

Emily Baccarini, Jenny Maeker,  
Maria Olascoaga, and Caitlyn Ritz
Women of Faith Leadership 



  Raider Awakening #50 -- 25 years of changing lives of college students
Believe it or not, it has been more than 20 years since Awakening was brought to Texas Tech by a group 
from St. Mary’s at Texas A&M.  This program has seen tremendous growth and has impacted thousands 
of lives over its history here at St. Elizabeth’s.  It has also helped with the establishment of Awakening  
programs at West Texas A&M, Oklahoma University, the University of Dallas and others.

We are beginning the process of planning for a great event that will run concurrent with RA #50,  
scheduled for Spring 2014.  At the time of printing of this newsletter, we do not have any specifics about 
what will be happening with this event, but there are some great ideas.  If you would like to be informed 
about what will be happening with RA #50, we ask that you please go to www.raidercatholic.org and 
hover over “Ministries”.  A drop-down menu will appear, please click on “RA #50” and complete the form 
you find there.  We will keep you posted on the planning process and what will be happening for this once 
in a lifetime event.



40 Days for Life
This fall, from September 26th-November 4th, 
Lubbock joined 315 cities around the world in 
prayer during the Fall 2012 40 Days for Life  
Campaign. 

Through prayer and fasting, vigil participation, and 
community outreach, almost 800 lives were  
confirmed saved through the campaign. Here in 
Lubbock, we experienced our most successful  
campaign to date, raising the awareness of the 
problem of abortion in our city and increasing vigil 
and prayer participation. 

Our local campaign kicked off with a Rosary for the Unborn 
followed by a rally in the Catholic Student Center parking 
lot with more than a hundred in attendance enjoying food 
and several local pro-life speakers, including Sarah Salgado 
from the Nurturing Center and Krysten Haga, the current 
campaign director. 

The campaign concluded with a free screening of the  
pro-life movie October Baby that was released earlier this 
year.

With dates in place for the spring campaign, we are already 
hard at work and pray that our efforts continue to change our 
community from a culture of death to a culture of life.

Krysten Haga
Campaign Coordinator



Fall 2012 Graduates
The Catholic Student Center 
has been my home for the 
past three and a half years. 

The people and the  
ministries have facilitated 
my growth in so many ways. 

I have grown in friendships, leadership and  
organizational skills, knowledge of my faith, 
awareness of my personal strengths and passions, 
but most importantly my personal relationship with 
Christ. 

I am graduating from Tech this December. While I 
am moving on to “real life”, the time I have spent 
and the beautiful people I have met at the student 
center will always be close to my heart.

 I am incredibly grateful for my experiences in 
CSM because they have given me something Texas 
Tech never could, through the many ministries at 
the student center and through Christ I have  
established a “Blessed Foundation” for my faith 
that will follow me throughout my adult life.

Emily Baccarini
Human Development and Family Studies

St. Elizabeth’s and the  
Catholic Student Ministries 
have been tremendous  
blessings in my life at Texas 
Tech. I have been challenged 
to grow in my faith and felt 
immense support when times 
were tough.

I am incredibly grateful to the parish and this faith 
community and pray that God continues to bless the 
work you do for the students of Texas Tech.

Chase Dorsey
Mechanical Engineering & Spanish

St. Elizabeth’s parish and the  
Catholic Student Ministries have 
given me many opportunities 
throughout my journey at Texas 
Tech, especially through Raider 
Awakening. However, it is not just 
about the opportunities that were 

given to me, but more importantly the growth in  
fellowship and faith that I have shared with others and in 
my own life while here. 

I am thankful for finding my best friends in this 
community, as well as a second family with the entire 
parish. Most importantly, I am thankful for my renewed 
sense of faith that has strengthened to become a faith that 
cannot be broken and one I will continue to proclaim the 
rest of my life.

Nathan Robinett
Psychology



As we come to the end of another semester, I am reflecting on all of the exciting things 
that have happened over the past six months: we hired a Coordinator of  
Fund-raising for the student center, we formed a sub-committee to the Board of  
Directors to do a feasibility study for the building of a new student center, we have begun 
planning for Raider Awakening #50, we have increased overall student  
involvement and increased our presence on campus.

One of the most exciting events has been working with Tess, our Coordinator of  
Fund-raising and the feasibility study group in the very initial planning stages for the 
building of a new student center.  As many of you know, we have far outgrown our  
current building, dedicated in 1983.  We are planning for a state of the art facility that will 
meet the needs of Catholic campus ministry for the next 15 – 20 years.  
 

Needless to say, this project will take a lot of planning and help from the Catholic student alumni in order to help these 
dreams become a reality.  The goal is to complete the feasibility study in March 2013 and gather people from the greater 
Lubbock community for the formation of a building committee to take us through the planning and construction of our new 
facility.  This new facility will ideally include: a large (300+) gathering space, office space for a larger campus ministry 
staff, office space for each of the student organizations, a library, large kitchen space, private study spaces, meeting space for 
small and large groups, state of the art electronics, and many other amenities. 

Needless to say, we will be unable to accomplish this great advancement in our ministry without your help.  We are still 
seeking donors to contribute a small amount each month ($10 - $50 per month) to meet the basic operational costs for  
campus ministry.  We will also be seeking major donors for the new facility.  I would ask you to help us make this a reality 
in the following ways:

1.Please plan to make a contribution to the ongoing operation costs for campus ministry either through an annual  
contribution or with our automatic bank withdrawal program.  There is an envelope enclosed in this mailing to simplify this 
process for you.

2.Make a contribution to the building fund to help make our new student center a reality.

3.Put us in contact with people you know that are interested in making a difference in the lives of young college students by 
helping us to help them grow in their Faith.

One of the things Tess will be doing this spring is traveling around the region (Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico) to meet 
with alumni and other individuals about making contributions to meet the ever growing needs of the Catholic student  
population at Texas Tech.  If you would like to meet with her to discuss all that is happening here and the plans for the 
future, please contact her directly through our website.  I thank you in advance for your help and your generosity.  May the 
Lord continue to bless you in this holy season.

Greg Ramzinski
Campus Minister

Words From Our Campus Minister



A Word From Our New Fundraising Coordinator
St. Elizabeth’s University Parish Catholic Student  
Ministry strives to foster a relationship with the  
students, faculty, and staff at Texas Tech University. We 
aim to spread the good news of Jesus Christ through 
fellowship and service. St. Elizabeth’s University Parish 
has seen tremendous growth over the years, and is a 
viable parish dedicated to catering both the spiritual and 
social needs of the community.

It is our vision and hope to continue to meet the needs 
of those within our community. We would like to match 
the expansion that Texas Tech University is  
experiencing. The Catholic Student Center, through 
support of St. Elizabeth’s Parish, continues to minister 
to a growing population, now numbering close to 1,600 
active Catholic students. 

In order to minister to a growing population of  
university students, we must expand our facilities that 
host our student ministries. We are looking to build a 
new student center and expand staff to meet the  
growing number of students. We anticipate growth 
within the ministry while providing a place of comfort 
and strength for our students. Coupled with the  
expansion of a new student ministry center, we plan to 
increase campus ministry staff, increase the presence on 
campus concurrent with the growth of student  
population, as well as the expanded involvement on the 
local, state, and national levels.  

Tess Brindock
Fundraising Coordinator

Tess Brindock is the new 
fundraising coordinator for 
Catholic Student Ministries. 

She is originally from  
Rockwall, Texas. She 
received her bachelor’s 
degree at Angelo State  
University, where she 
played volleyball.  

After graduating from ASU in 2009, she came to  
Lubbock to attend Texas Tech University. Tess has her 
masters in Mass Communications, and is excited to be 
part of the St. Elizabeth’s family. 
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